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Year 4 Curriculum Overview
	LA
	TERM 1
	TERM 2
	TERM 3
	TERM 4

	ENGLISH V9
	Exploring imaginative texts

Students engage with a variety of imaginative texts that include literary devices and/or deliberate word play to shape meaning.

They read, view and comprehend a range of imaginative texts which support and extend students as independent readers, including picture books, short novels, rhyming verse, poetry and dramatic performances.

Through texts, students identify characteristic features of imaginative texts and describe how characters, events and/or topics are developed using language for expressing and developing ideas.

Students engage in shared and independent writing and/or learning experiences in response to imaginative texts. They develop speaking and listening behaviours when interacting with others, contributing to discussions, and presenting information in response to texts with peers.


	Reporting on topics of interest

Students engage with a variety of texts, including informative texts, with content of increasing complexity and technicality about topics of interest and topics being studied in other learning areas.

Students read, view and comprehend texts, integrating phonic, semantic and grammatical knowledge to read accurately and fluently, and strategies to build literal and inferred meaning, expand topic knowledge and evaluate texts.

Students compare texts from different times with similar purposes and explore how authors use informative text structures and language features such as headings, italics and bold text to support readers or viewers to navigate the text. They identify visual features such as images and layout to complement, add to or shape understanding of a topic.

Students engage in learning experiences, including shared and independent writing, to create reports about topics that are organised into paragraphs with relevant linked ideas, and use language to express and develop ideas.


	Building an argument

Students engage with a variety of texts that provide a stimulus for building an argument, such as  picture books, short novels, films and non-fiction texts, and persuasive texts, as models for creating their own work.

Students read, view and comprehend texts that extend them as independent readers. They explore text structure and organisation, including language features and text connectives for cohesion, and sequencing and connecting ideas. Students identify the subjective language of opinion and feeling, and the objective language of factual reporting.

Students engage in shared and independent writing and/or learning experiences to explore persuasive features of an argument and create texts to present arguments to an audience using features of voice.


	Completing a novel study

Through a novel study, students identify characteristic stages of narrative texts, for example, orientation, complication and resolution. They describe how authors use language to develop character, setting and plot tensions, and literary devices to shape meaning. Additional texts may be provided to support meaning, build background knowledge and extend learning.

Students read, view and comprehend a short novel which describes sequences of events that develop over chapters, and unusual happenings within a framework of familiar experience. The novel supports and extends students as independent readers as they integrate phonic, semantic and grammatical knowledge to read accurately and fluently.

Students engage in shared and independent writing and/or learning experiences to create written responses about what they have read, using paragraphs to organise and link ideas, and language features including complex sentences, topic-specific vocabulary and literary devices. When creating written texts, students use phonic, morphemic and grammatical knowledge to correctly spell multisyllabic and multimorphemic words.

	MATHS V9
	Number

· draw on proficiency with number facts, fractions and decimals (tenths) to deepen an appreciation of how numbers work

Space

· recognise and create line and rotational symmetry using materials and digital software

· create and interpret grid reference systems and directions to locate and describe positions and pathways

Statistics

· develop and use surveys to obtain data that is directly relevant to statistical investigations
	Number and Algebra

· draw on proficiency with number facts, fractions and decimals to deepen an appreciation of how numbers work

· develop and use strategies for multiplication that are based on understanding of multiplication as an operation and knowledge of laws for arithmetic operations

· choose and use efficient strategies when modelling financial and practical problems, communicating solutions within the context of the situation

· become aware of the importance of context and purpose when they make judgements and reflect on the reasonableness of measurements and the results of calculations, and how they choose to represent mathematics and mathematical information

Measurement

· convert between units of time when solving problems involving duration
	Number

· draw on proficiency with number facts, fractions and decimals to deepen an appreciation of how numbers work

· choose and use efficient strategies when modelling financial and practical problems, communicating solutions within the context of the situation

Space

· represent and approximate shapes and objects in the environment

Measurement

· measure and estimate common attributes of objects using conventional instruments and appropriate metric units
	Number

· draw on proficiency with addition and multiplication facts to add and subtract, multiply and divide numbers efficiently

· use algorithms to generate sets of numbers, recognising and describing any patterns that emerge

· develop and use strategies for multiplication that are based on their understanding of multiplication as an operation and their knowledge of laws for arithmetic operations

Probability

· draw on reasoning skills to analyse, categorise and order chance events and identify independent and dependent events

· investigate variability by conducting repeated chance experiments, observing results

	SCIENCE V9
	Biological Sciences

Students investigate different habitats, including their local habitat, to identify the roles of organisms and their feeding relationships. They categorise organisms as producers, consumers or decomposers and explain their importance within habitats.

Students construct food chains to represent the feeding relationships of producers and consumers using drawings, labels, images, arrows, models or digital tools. They compare food chains to identify simple patterns and relationships in habitats, including the importance of producers.

Students learn that models can be used to predict the effect of missing or malfunctioning components. They use graphs to explore the effects of changing numbers of producers or consumers in a habitat and to predict changes in the food chain as a result of introduced predators. They use scientific vocabulary to share ideas and findings about roles and feeding relationships, and communicate to the local community about the effects of introduced organisms on food chains.
	Chemical Sciences

Students examine natural and manufactured materials used in familiar objects, such as shoes, drink containers or backpacks, to describe the relationship between material properties and use. They investigate why some materials are used more frequently or combined for specific products, including how Aboriginal peoples or Torres Strait Islander peoples use and combine materials for different purposes.

Students continue to understand the importance of fair methods for drawing conclusions as they use investigation scaffolds, tables, graphic organisers and/or digital tools to plan and conduct safe investigations of material properties. They begin to appreciate the value of making accurate formal measurements, using digital tools as appropriate, and comparing their findings with those of peers to identify factors that may have led to differences.

Through experimentation, students consider how scientific understanding of material properties, functionality and sustainability can be used to address needs and solve problems, such as use and disposal of plastics.
	Earth and Space Sciences

Students observe how local water sources change over time, such as in evaporating puddles, faster flowing creeks after rainfall or rising and falling dam or tank water levels. They learn how scientists use rainfall and water usage data to explain changes in water flow and availability over time.

Students develop understanding of water cycle processes through everyday examples, experiments, constructing maps of local water sources and rainfall graphs, and engaging with models, games and/or digital simulations of interactions between system components. They learn scientific ways of describing patterns and relationships, including how water cycles through the environment, for identified audiences and purposes and using appropriate scientific vocabulary and digital tools.

Students consider the importance of saving and recycling water and share ideas about how individuals and communities can take action to reduce water consumption and waste.
	Physical Sciences

Students continue to build their understanding of planning and conducting safe and fair tests as they investigate the effects of frictional, gravitational and magnetic forces on motion and ways in which one object can exert forces on another.

They explore interactions between force and motion in design solutions that make use of frictional, gravitational or magnetic forces, such as medical applications, security, transport, magnetic launch or braking systems, and game or toy designs, including those of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Students make formal measurements using familiar scaled instruments and digital tools, organise force data in tables and graphs and learn how to represent force direction and magnitude using force arrows.

Students continue to assess fairness of investigations by comparing their findings with those of their peers and begin to draw conclusions that reflect collected data and information about forces acting on objects.

	HASS V8
	Unit 2 – Sustainable use of places (GEOGRAPHY) 

Inquiry questions:

How can people use environments more sustainably?

In this unit, students will:

· explore the concept of ‘place’ with a focus on Africa and South America 

· describe the relative location of places at a national scale 

· identify how places are characterised by their environments 

· describe the characteristics of places, including the types of natural vegetation and native animals 

· examine the interconnections between people and environment and the importance of environments to animals and people

· identify the purpose of structures in the local community, such as local government, and the services these structures provide for people and places

· investigate how people use, and are influenced by, environments and how sustainability is perceived in different ways by different groups and involves careful use of resources and management of waste

· recognise the knowledge and practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in regards to places and environments
· propose actions for caring for the environment and meeting the needs of people.

	Unit 1 – Early exploration and settlement (CIVICS & HISTORY)  

Inquiry questions:

What were the short- and long-term effects of European settlement?

In this unit, students will:

· explore the diversity of different groups within their local community

· consider how personal identity is shaped by aspects of culture, and by the groups to which they belong

· examine the purpose of laws and distinguish between rules and laws

· make connections between world history events between the 1400s and the 1800s, and the history of Australia, including the reasons for the colonisation of Australia by the British

· investigate the experiences of British explorers, convicts, settlers and Australia’s first peoples, and the impact colonisation had on the lives of different groups of people

· analyse the experiences of contact between Australia’s first peoples and others, and the effects these interactions had on people and the environment 
· draw conclusions about how the identities and sense of belonging for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the past and present were and continue to be affected by British colonisation and the enactment of law of terra nullius.

	TECHNOLOGY 
	
	Food Production – Keynote Presentation



	The Arts
	Media Arts – Minecraft Machina – (linked to English unit - The twits)
Using the digital game Minecraft and the production technique of machinima, which involves telling a narrative within a game environment by using it to animate key scenes
	

	Music 
	UNIT: What’s the Score?

1. Making - Perform four-part score using classroom percussion instruments to accompany a well-known piece of music.

2. Responding - Aural, written test including dictation, recognition, application and analysis of known concepts and Art and World music.
	UNIT: Pentatonic Play

1. Making - Compose 8 beat pentatonic melody using staff notation.

2. Responding - Aural, written test including dictation, recognition, application and analysis of known concepts and Art and World music.

	HPE
	Let me entertain you
	Athletic Spectacle
	Bat, Catch and Howzat
	Water Safety & Swimming 

	LOTE
	Introduction to Chinese 

In this unit, students begin to engage with the Chinese language and culture.  They will explore the similarities and differences in greeting others in a variety of familiar contexts.

Students will:

Interact with others to exchange greetings.

Respond to and use simple polite formulaic expressions and interactions.

Recognise the tone-syllable nature of spoken language and compare Chinese and English sounds.

Participate in intercultural experiences to notice how language is used in different cultural contexts 
	Who am I (This is me) 

In this unit, students reflect on similarities and differences in ways of introducing and describing themselves in Chinese & English.
Students will:

Use simple sentences to introduce themselves and others including their name, age and where they live.

Create short written texts using Pinyin.

Reproduce key Chinese characters from familiar contexts, using strokes types, sequences and clues from meanings of their components.

Analyse and understand the systems of language relating to pronunciation and script recognition.

Participate in intercultural experiences to notice similarities and differences in the concept of self and one’s place in the family and respect.


